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Notice 


The attached document contains classified National Security Council 
Information. It is to be read and discussed only by persons authorized by 
law. 

Your signature acknowledges you are such a person and you promise you 
will show or discuss information contained in the document only with 
persons who are authorized by law to have access to this document. 

Persons handling this document acknowledge he or she knows and 
understands the security law relating thereto and will cooperate fully with 
any lawful investigation by the United States Government into any 
unauthorized disclosure of classified information contained herein. 
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SUBJECT: 


U,S. Initiative to Ban Chemical Weapons 


'T ' The attachfifd National Security Decision Direjcrtive retlects the 
President’s decision to put forward during the current session 


^ ‘Of the Ogneva Conference on Disarmatiaent a draft treaty for a 
’i#fcconiprehensi.ve, worldwide ban on chemicaft weapons. (S) 
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After consultations with the National S^fcwity Council, l have 
! Redded that the United States Goveriia»nt shall pttt forward in 
’ the <3ene’sra Conference on DiaacBtaa»nt before it recesses 

Jfflril 28 a draft treaty for a costprehen^iys, vK>rldwide bar on 
Seraical weapons (CW) - Concurrently, the US Delegation shall 
rpropose to the Soviet Union coB 5 ileBsenta^y bxiaterai discussions, 

^ Xess foiinal than those conducted in 197^f-80, to work out special 
r bilateral arrangements to enhance the chances of Soviet compliance 
iK.with a npiltiilateral treaty. Before signing a multilateral CW 
r‘“'’'txeaty , iLmplementation of verification procedures, and agreement 
between th«t US and the USSR on the accuiracy and completeness of 
the r«q\i>ir<td declarations of stockpiles and facilities is 
/Cessentii^^l. (S) 

I Verificaitit>n of a chemical weapons ban ipemains a challenging 
task rectuiiring that we develop, present and negotiate the most 
effective BicnitoriJKg; and enforcement packages possihle.. This 
must be a <rontinuia 9 process. “To achieve a chesaical weapons ban 
that would advance the national security interests of the United 
States, we will have to take the lead iiP promoting bold, sound 
verification procedures. For that reason, 1 have deciced tha 
we shoui(3 be willing to take the initiaifcive by proposing an 
anywhere -anytime challenge inspection regime for all military or 
government owned or controlled facilities. The purpose of this 
measure is to enhance deterrence by crej^ting a greater risk 
that violations will be detected and exposed, and in the event ot 
:::Sa violation to provide the evidence nec^^ssary for an appropriate 
respons*}. To implement such a provisioip will require the . . 

development of security measures which minimize risk to sensitive 
facilities not related to chemical weapipns. Agreement on such an 
approach could prove to be a major step in both arms control and 
conf idence’'building. (S) 

: Every effort must be made to prevent an^pi deter the development , 
despite a ban, of a covert weapons q^pability and to insure 
that the threat from any such violation is minimized by 
maintaining a strong overall U.S. and alliance defense posture 
and by developing necessary countermeaspres or responses to 
: violations of all kinds. Sustaining a ptrong deterrent and 
:^^afeguafds regime is important both be^pre and after conclusion 

!Zof an aipeisment. (S) 
ij:^ECKBT 
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To enhance the prospects for successful negotiation , the Unitedl 
States will continue to pursue as a Mgl^f prioxity the currert 
prograa for aoderalaing the US short ai5i|| long range chemical 


weapon retaliatory capability* Until posed hy chemcsi 


^weapons Is ef tectiwely eliminated by tr^faty * the United States 
must mainitain a modern and credible deterrent. The importance 
of such deterrent and of seeking the a(Ost effectit^e possible 
verification and enforcement provisions has been illustrated by 
the use in several parts of the world of prohibited chesrical and 
biological weapons. An integral part of our effort to rid the 
world effectively of this threat must ijjjclade the continued 
condemnation of the use of chemical weas^ons wherever such use 
occurs. We must continue to seek to strengthen international 
procedures for investigating suspected use of chesaieal cc tcKtu 
weapons, ^S> 




’ Success in our endeavor will reguire clgse consultation and 
^ coordination with the Congress^ with our allies, and with other 
i; nations and organizations. An active public diplomacy effort 
> should be inqpieroetited to explain and gafn support for cur proposed 
CW treaty and for the continued aoderziiration program. (S) 


To impls^ijen t this directive, the Chemic^pl and Biological Weapons 
(€BK> Arms Control lsterd&parta»stal IJGV shall? 




ID 


Prepare a draft treaty for present^^tton to allies for 
corisultation. 


12) 


Develcp and begin implementation of a comprehensive strategy 
for public diplomacy, allied consultation, and. congress tonal 
cooperation designed to strengthen our chances for successful 
n€g< 5 tiafcic«i of a CW treaty which promotes the security 
interests of the United States and its allies. 


( 3 ) 


Deveicp as an ongoing process a prpgfam to further improve 
the veirifiability of the proposed prohibition on chemical 
we<|,po]]is under negotiation. 




DeMxslop a prograaa of measures and fpafcguards, mtlltary and 
dipiJLoniatic, designed to achieve an environment wherein the 
ri^pts associated with the possible existence of a covert CW 
capability, and the incentive to cjpeato one, are reduced to 
th^j lowest possible level* 
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(5) 


i 6 ) 


( 7 ) 


DevifZop a program to insure that apjpropriate security 
3^aip^uireB examined which could s&iriimize rvsk to e 

non-CW related facilities in the face of possible challenge 
inspections on short notice. 


Exainine whether or not limitations on chemical de..ense 
ecuipment, trainin^jr forceB, etc. wo^ld etifean*:^ or ieotact 
frojp oiar security in an arms control regime baiiRing caeasical 

weapons. 


Develojp a strategy which makes clear the importance of 
our CW modernization program to deterrence and to ouc 
negiptiations and insures continuation of that program 
untfl such time as these weapons are effectively Manned. 
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